WHAT THE CHURCH HERSELF TEACHES ABOUT BAPTISM - FROM THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH

CCC 536 The baptism of Jesus is on his part the acceptance and inauguration of his mission as God's
suffering Servant. He allows himself to be numbered among sinners; he is already "the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world". Already he is anticipating the "baptism" of his bloody death.
Already he is coming to "fulfill all righteousness", that is, he is submitting himself entirely to his
Father's will: out of love he consents to this baptism of death for the remission of our sins. The
Father's voice responds to the Son's acceptance, proclaiming his entire delight in his Son. The Spirit
whom Jesus possessed in fullness from his conception comes to "rest on him". Jesus will be the
source of the Spirit for all
mankind. At his baptism "the heavens were opened" - the heavens that Adam's sin had closed - and
the waters were sanctified by the descent of Jesus and the Spirit, a prelude to the new creation.
CCC 1272 Incorporated into Christ by Baptism, the person baptized is configured to Christ. Baptism
seals the Christian with the indelible spiritual mark (character) of his belonging to Christ. No sin can
erase this mark, even if sin prevents Baptism from bearing the fruits of salvation. Given once for all,
Baptism cannot be repeated
CCC 1257 The Lord himself affirms that Baptism is necessary for salvation. He also commands his
disciples to proclaim the Gospel to all nations and to baptize them. Baptism is necessary for
salvation for those to whom the Gospel has been proclaimed and who have had the possibility of
asking for this sacrament. The Church does not know of any means other than Baptism that assures
entry into eternal beatitude; this is why she takes care not to neglect the mission she has received
from the Lord to see that all who can be baptized are "reborn of water and the Spirit." God has
bound salvation to the sacrament of Baptism, but he himself is not bound by his sacraments.
CCC 1271 Baptism constitutes the foundation of communion among all Christians, including those
who are not yet in full communion with the Catholic Church: "For men who believe in Christ and
have been properly baptized are put in some, though imperfect, communion with the Catholic
Church. Justified by faith in Baptism, [they] are incorporated into Christ; they therefore have a right
to be called Christians, and with good reason are accepted as brothers by the children of the
Catholic Church." "Baptism therefore constitutes the sacramental bond of unity existing among all
who through it are reborn."
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CCC 1231 Where infant Baptism has become the form in which this sacrament is usually celebrated,
it has become a single act encapsulating the preparatory stages of Christian initiation in a very
abridged way. By its very nature infant Baptism requires a post-baptismal catechumenate. Not only
is there a need for instruction after Baptism, but also for the necessary flowering of baptismal grace
in personal growth. The catechism has its proper place here.
CCC 1253 Baptism is the sacrament of faith. But faith needs the community of believers. It is only
within the faith of the Church that each of the faithful can believe. The faith required for Baptism is
not a perfect and mature faith, but a beginning that is called to develop. The catechumen or the
godparent is asked: "What do you ask of God's Church?" The response is: "Faith!"
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