A short story of the history of Baptism

Baptism is a beautiful Sacrament. However, some of its beauty and joy can be missed if it
is a rushed affair with little preparation put into it. The Baptism preparation meeting
provides both the parents and godparents with a greater understanding of the Sacrament
of Baptism, as well as ensuring that the ceremony of Baptism is a more meaningful
celebration for all concerned. In Baptism, signs and symbols are used, many of which are
ordinary everyday things that take on a special meaning during the baptismal celebration .
.
.
The significance of the various signs, symbols, wording and movement is very enriching

ised through movement starting at the door of the Church. It is not just the entrance to the
Church building. It stands for entrance to the Faith Community of St. Canice and
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Dear Parents,

Responsibilities

You are accepting the responsibility of training your child in
the practice of the Catholic Faith. These responsibilities will
include:

Why the Sacrament of Baptism?
Baptism is seen as the Sacrament of admission to the faith, bringing sanctifying grace
to the person being baptized. It is a celebration of him/her being a child of God. It is
also a welcoming of a person into the family of God which we call the Church.
What steps need I take to have my child baptised?
Contact our Parish Secretary who will guide you through the necessary documentation

Helping your child to pray and grow in the love of God
Helping your child to know Christ through Prayer and the
use of Scripture.
Enabling your child to be a member of the worshipping
community of the Church. This can only come about by
your example of joining the praying community at Mass on
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligations .
Enabling your child to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy
Days of Obligation by your example of attendance

Birth Certificate.
A donation is appreciated and will go towards the upkeep of the parish. No one is ever
refused the Sacrament of Baptism because of a difficulty in making an offering.
A date for the Baptism of your child will be offered to parents on the submission of all
documentation to the Parish Office
What happens next?
The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be an evening session and it will be held in the
church. It is vital for parents and godparents to attend. this meeting. The Sacrament
of Baptism can only take place once this preparation evening has been attended.
What is a Godparent?

Enabling your child to respect other people and to develop
good relationships with family and friends.
Helping your child to grow in awareness of social issues
and injustices in our world.

Why godparents?
lege. It means that the parents want this person
(godparent) to be an influence for good on their
child, to be a good example, to be a guardian and
Only one godparent is required, but the traditional
godfather and godmother are encouraged.

What are the requirements for being a godparent?
A godparent must be:
1
At least one godparent should be a Catholic
2
Over 16 years of age
3
Who has received the Sacrament of Confirmation
4
Who is a practising Roman Catholic
5
Not the parent of the child to be baptized
6
If there are 2 sponsors, it is a requirement that there be one male and one
female.

What is the significance of the Cross, White Garment, Oil of Chrism,
Water, Candle, in the Baptism of my child?
Cross- When we are baptised we receive the sign of the cross on our foreheads.
The Cross is the badge of the Christian faith. It is the symbol through which our
salvation is wrought.
White Garment - the white garment is a symbol of purity as well as a manifestation of the "new person". Your child is now a child of God.
Oil Of Chrism - symbolizes the seal of the Holy Spirit
Water - water reminds us that it is God who gives us life. It symbolizes cleansing
and purity.
Candle - The final symbol in baptism is the presentation of a lighted candle. Light,
like water, is essential for life. Without light there could be no life on this planet.
It particularly symbolizes Faith.
When is the Sacrament of Baptism celebrated?
Baptisms are celebrated in this parish at 5.00 p.m. on Saturday evening.
Please arrive in the Church 15 minutes before the celebration

Things to start thinking about :
You are the most important person in your child's life and so it's essential that right
from the beginning you feel comfortable and confident in your role as a Catholic
parent. You will be the first educator of your child and the first person to introduce
him or her to the Catholic faith.
You may or not be a practicing Catholic at present.. Either way, it may be helpful
now to sort out your own feelings /reasons as to why you are presenting your child
for the reception of the Sacrament of Baptism.
The following checklist can serve as a basis for your preparation for your child's
baptism. It will help you to focus on any areas that you or your partner may wish to
clarify when we meet:
What's your own religious belief and how important is it for you?
What's the religious belief of your partner?
Have you talked about the kind of religious upbringing you want for your child?
How do you plan to resolve differences of opinion on this subject?
Is there anything that worries you about having your child baptised?
Can you say why you want your child baptised?
If your partner is not a Catholic, what part does he or she wish to play in the
baptism ceremony and in the religious upbringing of your child?
If you have got a little out of
touch with your faith in
recent years, what kind of
information and/or help
would you like to have at
this stage to enable you to
take on the responsibility of
having your child baptised?

